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Sister Ginger Downey, OLVM
ginger.downey917@gmail.com
www.faithonfirenow.org


Professional Profile

Masters of Theology with a concentration in liturgical studies and the celebrations of the sacraments within the Roman Catholic tradition.

Experience in working with varied groups to deepen their appreciation of liturgy and ritual through workshops, retreats and days of reflection

Committed to implementation of the new liturgical directives in ways that help all Catholics value our rich tradition

Faithful to the principle that prayerful discernment as a way of life is central to living as a informed and formed Catholic adult
Education
Masters of Theology in Liturgical Studies 


St. John’s University, Collegeville, MN,  



December 1996
 

Bachelors of Science in Sociology  



University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY




May, 1986

Associates of Sciences in Sociology 



Casper College, Casper WY





August, 1984

Experience:
partner and Presenter

Faith on Fire, LLC







2009-present

Instructor
Diocese of Phoenix Diaconate Formation



2006-present

Workshop Presenter 

Southwest Liturgical Conference Study Week


2008 & 2010
Director of the Office of Worship 

Diocese of Phoenix 






2006- 2009


Liturgical Consultant for parishes
Diocese of Phoenix and the Diocese of Joliet Ill
 

2000-2009
Retreat Director/facilitator


Archdiocese of Chicago, Diocese of Phoenix, 
Diocese of San Bernardino and Diocese of Cheyenne,
 
2000-present

Liturgical Coordinator:

All Saints Catholic Newman Center, Tempe, AZ
  

 2004-2006
Vocation Director:



Our Lady Victory Missionary Sisters,  




2000-2005

Pastoral Associate/ Liturgist:


St. Matthew’s Catholic Church, Diocese of Phoenix 

1997- 2000


Director of Religious Education:  

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Diocese Tucson


1991- 1994

St. Sylvester’s Catholic Church, Archdiocese of Chicago

1988-1991
 
BOARD AND COMMITTEE  INVOLVEMENT

Diocese of Phoenix Diaconate Formation Curriculum Committee (2006-2009)

Diocese of Phoenix Diaconate Formation Scrutiny Committee (2005- 2009) 

Diocese of Phoenix representative to the Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions (2006- 2009)

Board member of the Southwest Liturgical Conference (2006-2009)

Chicago Archdiocesan Vocation Committee (2000-2005) 

Chicago Archdiocesan Vocation Committee Board member (2001-2004)

Chicago Archdiocesan Vocation Committee Board Co-Chair (2002-2004)

Diocese of Phoenix Council of Religious (1997-2000) 

Diocese of Phoenix Religious Vocation Committee (1997-2005) 

Diocese of Phoenix Religious Vocation Committee co chair 1997-2000

Diocese of Tucson Religious Education Task Force (1992-1994)

PAPERS/PUBLICATIONS

St. Thomas More Parish Newsletter:

Spirituality of Weeds—Weeds are a way of looking at our lives and what needs to be uprooted.

Feeding the Soul—Summer time is a time to be rejuvenated.

A time to remember – Looking at the death/resurrection cycle as a place to remember and reflect on the past year.

New Year’s resolutions to Lenten Observance The connection between these two practices are real and acknowledging that can helpful.

Continuing the journey --Our Lenten practices are gifts for the season of Easter.
Diocese of Phoenix Deacon Newsletter 
Liturgy Corner for the Deacons on monthly basis issues concerning the Permanent Diaconate

Full Conscious and Active Participation 
(9/2006)

Praying the liturgy


   
(10/2006)

Deacon as Ritual Leader

  
(11/2006)

Familiar Seasonal Practices 

  
(12/2006)

Proclaiming the Scriptures
              
(1/2007)

Foundational Stones of Liturgy

(2/2007)

Lenten Practices



(3/2007)

Holy Week and Triduum 


(4/2007)

The Art of Liturgy



(5/2007)

Sacramentum Caritatis


(8/2007)

Diocesan Policy on SCAP


(9/2007)

Other publications
“Use Discernment to Decide Path” Wyoming Catholic Register January 2004 

 “The Road less Traveled” in Giving Voice Summer 2003 

 “Woman Finds Religious Witness as Sister” Wyoming Catholic Register December 2001 

 “Something Beautiful for God and the Community” with Rev. Raymond Ritari Liturgy and Ministry May 2001 

The Way of Wisdom Reflection given for  Vespers with School of Theology students and the Saint John’s School of Theology Advisory Council October 1996 and printed in the Newsletter Saint John’s School of Theology Spring-Summer 1997…. 

 “Pilgrim, not a Tourist: A journey through the Holy Land” in Wyoming Catholic Register 

 “Our Lady of Victory and Our Lady of Guadalupe: Contrasting Images?” Graduate paper University of St. John’s School of Theology (May 1996) 

 “A Traditional Rite of Passage” Graduate paper University of St. John’s School of Theology (November 1996)

Workshops and Presentations

Liturgy and Sacraments 

Feeding our souls with the Liturgy

Connecting our life with the liturgy

Gift from the Assembly

Helping liturgical ministers realize their primary role as that of the Assembly and how that ministry is then used to serve in other roles.

“Holiness, Communion and Witness”

The call to Holiness and communion is a call for all the faithful and then to become witnesses to that call through our actions and our ministries. 

Lectors: 
From Reader to Proclaimer 

The aim is to help those called to the ministry of lector to grow in their ministry through prayer, reflection and practice.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: 

Why we do what we do? 



The extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion has a role in the liturgy and beyond the rite of Communion.

Liturgy With and For Children:

Helping those who plan liturgies for children that they are just that liturgies and not some cute and gimmicky role playing

Liturgical Year: Here is comes again!

What is the liturgical year and how do we celebrate it. From the seasons through the calendar and its meaning.
The General Norms of the Liturgical Year 

The document that governs the liturgical year and calendar

Deaconate Formation for the Diocese of Phoenix

Deacons and the Eucharist

What are the many connections between deacons and Eucharist, from the Sunday liturgy to adoration, benediction and communion services.

Canonical and Liturgical Issues of the Rite of Christian Funerals

Explaining the basic canonical issues involved in Christian funerals and explanation of the rites. 

Liturgical Spirituality for Deacons

How the liturgy and all that is connected to it can be a part of the spirituality of a deacon couple and how to nurture one’s devotions and pious actions to a deeper understanding.
Basic Presiding Skills: Leading and planning a prayer service
Deacons and deacon wives need to be able to preside and plan a prayer service, whether for a formal gathering or an informal meeting; learning what to do and what not to do.

Using the Liturgical and Ritual Books: sacramentry, lectionary, book of blessings 

Deacons are often given the task of setting up for mass or other liturgical events. This class helps them to learn their way around the liturgical books.

Year and Environment

The Church’s liturgical calendar, seasons, and liturgical environment and how they are basic building blocks of liturgy. 
Proclamation and Reflection 

The major role of the deacon is the proclamation of the Word, so knowing how to proclaim is important, knowing what one is proclaiming is also important.  This workshop works with their strengths and identifies where they need improvement plus gives them different ways to reflect on the readings before they proclaim.

Courses for the Kino Institute Diocese of Phoenix
Sacraments and Liturgy: five week course that covered the basics understanding of the sacraments and their liturgical rituals.  It was a course toward certification for pastoral ministry in the diocese.

Overview of Sacraments and the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy

Baptism and Confirmation

Eucharist

Sacraments of Healing: Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick
Sacraments of Vocation: Marriage and Holy Orders 

Pastoral Liturgy workshop 

The basic principles of liturgy and what every pastoral minister should know about liturgy from the nuts and bolts arena

Sacraments of Initiation:

What every catechist should know about the RCIA

What the average catechist needs to know about the RCIA and how it applies to children.

Many cultures one Religious Education Class

Looking at how cultural devotions could be explored in a R.E. class

Mystogogy: It begins with Baptism and ends with the Funeral Rite

This presentation used the process of Mystogogy and explains how it can be used for all adult formation and preparation for the celebration of the sacraments. 

Liturgical Network Study of the Documents of liturgy
 In-services for parish liturgy and music directors as an offering from the Office of Worship
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy

What is it and why is it important to me as a parish music director?

Sing to the Lord

Overview of the US Bishop’s document on music

SACRAMENTUM CARITATIS

An overview of Benedict’s encyclical and what it could say to parish liturgy and music people.

General Instruction of the Roman Missal

Taking another look at the mass and what are we suppose to be doing.  What does it say for ‘My” parish?   

Preparing the Paschal Feast

Helping to see what needs to be thought through with regard to the celebration of the Triduum. So that it is a celebration of all three days and not just bits and pieces.

Liturgy of the Hours 

What is it and how could I bring it to the parish, even in small bits.

Liturgical Year and Calendar

Looking at the year and calendar and trying to understand the theological and liturgical importance of the document.

Funerals

What the rite says and why?

Marriage Rite

What the rite says and not just what the bride wants.

Baptismal Rite

It is the rite of the Church and the community should celebrate it.

Vocation workshops

Discerning Hearts:

Learning what discernment is and how to apply it to one’s life and not just for big decisions.

The vows and what they mean today

Looking at each of the vows: poverty, chastity and obedience, in the light of 21st US culture

Charism of Congregations

Each congregation has a personality and some will fit and others will not. Which one is right?

OLVM spirituality and ministry

What makes OLVM, Victory Noll, special and unique?  

Other Presentations 

Mary: Our Blessed Mother

Mary Through the ages: A first century Woman and a 21st Century Model

Theological development of Mary 

Mary of Nazareth: From Galilean Peasant to Heavenly Queen 

Inculturation and Mary: religious devotions and pious practices

Spirituality of Ministry

Looking at how our ministry can have a place in understanding our spirituality or

helping to strengthen our spirituality.

Liturgy 101 for parish ministers

A basic presentation to help parishioners understand the liturgy just a bit better and realize the church has changed since they were confirmed.

Nourishing your soul through participation at the Sunday Eucharist

How does what we do on Sunday nourish and nurture what we do and how we act the other 6 days.

Ministers of Care: Communion to the Sick and the sacraments of healing: reconciliation and anointing.

What do the ministers of care need to know about the sacraments of healing?  Being a communion minister to the sick is more than just bring the Blessed Sacrament and a parish bulletin.

Holy Week and Triduum

What are we really celebrating those three nights? Why are they important to be celebrated together as one and not as a pick and chose option.

Where were you in “62? Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy

The historical context and basic principles of the first document of Vatican II 

Retreat or Parish Mission Topics

Daughters of God: Medieval Women Mystics and present day woman

What can some of the lesser known medieval women say to women of today about God, Creation and being faith-filled women in today’s hectic non-stop world?

Discerning Hearts:

Looking at life and where I am and seeing where God may be calling me to be or to go.

Something About Mary:

A first century Woman and a 21st Century Model

Reader’s retreat for deacon candidates

Retreat geared toward the process for the deacon candidates and their wives/families for the next step in the journey towards ordination: The rite of reader and helping them prepare for their new ministry.
Sarah: Model of Vocation and Ministry for a Deacon’s Wife

The role of the deacon’s wife is a particular calling and one that needs to be explored, reflected upon and shared with other wives.
Discovering God amidst our brokenness

In a world where horrible things happen, where does one see God?  Looking at the many ways God is with us in the tragedies and the triumphs of our lives

Call to Holiness: Living the liturgy throughout the year

The liturgical year with its cycles, symbols, seasons and celebrations can be a way

to commemorate and make real the call to universal holiness.
ACADEMIC/PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP

Associate member of the Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions
Liturgy Network sponsored by the University of Norte Dame, Norte Dame, IN
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